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of the previous Jubilee. But she drove through the streets, appearing as " the litde old lady in black " in the heart of a great procession symbolic of her Empire; and stopped in front of St. Paul's Cathedral, where a brief service was held. Empire was the note of this celebration as of the last, and at the moment there seemed to be no shadow on the imperial scene. But the glittering display suggested some quieter reflections, and as the Captains and the Kings departed, Mr« Kipling wrote his famous " Recessional."
The Reconquest of the Sudan
Apart from South Africa, foreign policy in the years 1897 and 1898 was mainly concerned with the affairs of Egypt and the Far East. In Egypt it had long been recognized that the reconquest of the Sudan, which had been left severely alone after die death of General Gordon in 1885, would sooner or later become a necessity. That vast region and the headwaters of the river which is the life of Egypt was in the hands of fanatical tribes under a religious zealot who might at any moment take it into his head to invade Upper Egypt and raise the banner of the prophet among the fellahin. Lord Cromer and the British Administration in Egypt considered it their duty to relieve the country of this chronic danger, and to bring back under orderly government a great stretch of territory which had once been attached to Egypt. Minglitlg with these practical considerations the idea of avenging Gordon undoubtedly played some part in the British mind and with the British public.
The task was accomplished between 1896 and 1898 by the systematic construction of a railway and accompanying military expeditions to make good the ground as it advanced. Sir Herbert (afterwards Lord) Kitchener, who had been appointed Sirdar of the Egyptian army in 1892, was the presiding genius, and by the end of 1896 he had recovered the Province of Dongola and driven the Dervishes south. So far, he had carried his railway along the right bank of the Nile, but in 1897 he conceived the bold idea of running it straight across the Nubian desert from Wady Haifa, and so cutting off the great angle of the Nile between that place and Abu Hamed, which was within striking distance of Khartoum. At the
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